CHAPTER FIFTH-THREE
INTERREGNUM
MacDonald's task in forming a government was governed
by two considerations* The Cabinet would have to be
smaller than other cabinets, and the circumstances of the
coup took from MacDonald the power of free choice. The
Conservatives had given him the Premiership for a considera-
tion ; now Mr. Baldwin demanded the delivery of the goods.
He put into MacDonald's hands a very undesirable and
awkward panel of Tory beneficiaries. Some of these had been
denouncing MacDonald for years, and several, to whom he
had now to give posts of honour and authority, had always
treated him with scurrility and abuse. He had, however, no
option ; needs must when Mr. Baldwin bargains. It was
Hobson's Choice.
The representatives of the Liberal Party in the c Nationals
Government also presented some points of difficulty. Mac-
Donald had always treated the Liberals with ingratitude. To
them he owed his Premiership ; they had put him into Office,
and he could not have remained there a day without their
support. On the other hand, from a purely Party point of view,
the setting up of a '. National' Government was a godsend to the
Liberals. It put the Liberal Party once more on the political
map. They were, therefore, anxious to enter the c National'
Government. They had everything to gain and nothing to
lose ; at least, so it seemed at the moment.
Sir John Simon had to be carefully attended to. It might
be that, if Sir Herbert Samuel did not come into the scheme,
Simon might be the only representative of Liberalism in the
team. True, he was little more than a Liberal in name, but it
was the name that MacDonald wanted, in order to give the
Government appearance of being a genuine alliance of the
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